
2024 Overview

As part of the 2024 budget, the Board of D
irectors created a new

 fund aim
ed at supporting Regional Food Bank partners

to encourage innovation, increase capacity, and enhance the effectiveness of their operations in addressing food
insecurity. This w

as done w
ith the Equitable Access and Innovative Portfolio portions of the strategic plan in m

ind. W
e

called this grant program
 “FoodForw

ard,” and our Program
s team

, led by our C
hief Program

 O
fficer M

ichael-Aaron
Poindexter and our new

 D
irector of Partner C

apacity &
 Strategy Stacy D

edring, developed and led a process that w
as

equitable, fair and sim
ple. 

Full List of W
inners and A

w
ards

innovative capacity partnerships
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Applications Received
141

Total requested
$6,405,199

Amount: $12,250
The project at the Akwesasne Food Pantry at the Mohawk Indian Housing
Corporation aims to upgrade the electrical system, address heating
issues, and add shelving to better serve the community. By enhancing the
electrical infrastructure, they will ensure that the pantry can efficiently
support modern refrigeration units, allowing them to safely store and offer
a variety of fresh, nutritious foods. This upgrade will prevent electrical
overloads and outages, ensuring a reliable operation. Adding new
shelving will increase the storage capacity and improve the organization
of food items to stock more food, manage inventory more effectively, and
reduce waste. Together, these upgrades will significantly enhance their
ability to meet the community's needs and ensure that everyone has
access to healthy, nutritious meals.

Amount: $75,000
As Rotterdam Community Center prepares for its first year as an
independent, nonsectarian 501c3 organization, this project
proposes to hire a Director of Operations. This individual will
coordinate growing nutrition security programs, particularly the
mobile pantry with Mohonasen Central School District. They will
also train volunteers and develop new partnerships to meet needs
that will be identified through the soon-to-be-released
Community Needs Analysis and subsequent Strategic Plan. A full
time Director of Operations will also free up the Executive Director
to do critical foundational development work for the years ahead.

Amount: $62,750
Good To Go! is a mobile food pantry program from People to People

that will deliver food packages to partner Rockland County
organizations that provide services to Rockland's vulnerable

communities. This program will better meet the nutritional needs of
those facing food insecurity including children from low income

families, veterans, members of the LGBTQ+ community, people with
disabilities, survivors of domestic abuse, and low-income seniors.

Good To Go! will deliver emergency food packages to each community
partner organization twice a month for distribution to their clients, as

well as provide information and assistance to those individuals seeking
additional assistance.

Amount: $65,500
The project at People’s Place in Kingston is a food pantry
expansion, development of a better floor plan for moving people
though the pantry safely, and allowing access to foods that
require temperature-controlled environments. The funding from
this project includes relocating our existing food pantry to
another location within our building, allowing us the space to
install a walk-in freezer and cooler, easily accessible to the food
pantry. Also included in the grant request are payroll dollars to
expand the hours of operation. The amount of neighbors served
daily has become so high that at times, people waiting in line
decide to leave or must wait outside because of capacity
restrictions to maintain a safe environment.

Amount: $75,000
In 2023, Comfort Food Community distributed over 800,000

pounds of food throughout Washington, Warren, and Saratoga
Counties, including some of the most rural areas of the Capital

Region. This year they are on track to increase that to about
950,000 pounds of food. Bringing in and distributing that much

food requires significant amount of capacity. Through this grant,
they plan to increase storage capacity of dry and refrigerated

storage while easing the pain points for both staff as well as
community partners in distributing food to those in need.

Amount: $75,000
Columbia County Sanctuary Movement's Comida Para La Gente

(CPLG) program seeks to advance food security and safety
through strategic infrastructure enhancements that improve food

distribution capabilities. This initiative, aimed at reducing food
insecurity among rural immigrant and BIPOC communities in the

Hudson Valley and Capital Region will focus on acquiring a new
refrigerated van and funds for essential updates to increase

transportation and storage capacities, and enhance food safety
measures, to continue to guarantee the quality and safety of food

distributed through CPLG. This project will sustain the ongoing
growth and development of Food Justice Programs, specifically

increasing long-term storage capacity of locally-sourced,
culturally relevant foods and provide essential training.
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